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A CONFLUENCE OF
NOSTALGIA & NARRATIVE

Alshat Bhatt of Architecture Discipline crafts a heady mix of nostalgia,
detailed drama and material marvel at Ziya in The Oberoi, Gurugram
TEXT BY MEHAR DEEP KAUR PHOTOGRAPHY BY JEETIN SHARMA
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n a time driven by immediacy, stillness is a rare luxury. And a slow meal? Almost radical. It calls for
presence, patience and pleasure. At Ziya's new home within the waterlaced architecture of The
Oberoi, Gurugram, that spirit of unhurried indulgence finds a physical form. Conceptualised by
Akshat Bhatt of Architecture Discipline along the lines of contemporary nostalgia, the restaurant unfurls
like a sensorial thali, each element distinct yet collectively whole. >>
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP A centrepiece in itself is the custom-made 36-foot liquid
metal table with blue dining pods in the backdrop; Custom chandeliers and lamps
cast a warm glow on the furniture, artworks and solid walnut parquet floors;

The table top resembles deep hues of caramel atop a chess piece-inspired base
modelled to mimic timber Channapatna toys

Here, repose is staged through the lyricism of curvaceous forms, clean lines, warm woods and
oldworld textures that make time feel expansive. Nothing about its design settles for simplicity. The first
clue? A portallike entrance clad in fire-fused glass and aged fimber; equal parts time machine and
teaser. Step further inside, a statement table greets you; sculptural, lustrous and so fluid that you'd think
it was poured info this space. “A conversaltion starter that shimmers in liquid metal,” muses Akshat. To
one side, deep blue dining pods cocoon diners in curved intimacy, wrapped in arcs of metal foil. “We
were inspired by the aroma of caramelised sugar that we'd catch as kids from a candy floss maker on
his bicycle,” he reveals, highlighting the glasstopped table, which is ambered like caramel. lts base is
shaped like a chess piece and modelled after the playful geometry of Channapatna toys.

Look up, and the ceiling swoops in quiet parallel. Sinuous grooves echo the central table's
silhouette, exaggerating perspective and guiding the gaze. Each zone plays its part defily: a bar
gleaming in metallic leaf work, a server station discreetly tucked away, a private dining room and
cosy fables along the glazed facade enjoying panoramic views. Throughout, it's the discerning details
that ensure poetic cadence: the timeless charm of monolithic chairs, the glow of hand-formed sconces
and bespoke chandeliers, all grounded by a rich walnut parquet underfoot. Much like its menu —
reimagined Indian fare with a reverence for origins — Ziya's interiors are steeped in memory and
finesse, with Architecture Discipline delivering a space where belonging becomes a matter of mood
and materials. ® Website: www.architecturediscipline.com Instagram: @ziyagurgaon
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