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VERSATILE LIVING o
A low-seater sofa doubles as sesting for both '(', ﬂ\r('r S‘or.“, //
formel and informal usa end partitions the room, [ - s
whila & piano nook occupies an otherwise | ot | _,/

overiooked columa bay, in this penthouse in Dekhi

True flexibility comes from multi
purpose rooms thatthrive on great,

proportions, natural light — ; _ ;
b Ii tdofined By multi-functional room shoukd ot be ties, create an environment that can adapt as the needs of
Jaseline not aenned oy thought of as 2 space that performs several its oerupants change.

E'u'r AKSHAT BHATT AND DEEKSHA_BHLAT (e functions simultaneonsly. Remember, it is This also means resisting the temptation to over-

move absout creating 4 robust and tinweless design. Timelessmess comes feom petting the fandamen-

— - spatial framework that can accommodate tals right, using materials and details that age gracefully
w— = changing patterns of living, The starting point is the rather than relving on clements tied to a particular
Procograoh oy JEETIN EHARWA i £ hE g = E . ;
architecture itself. Good proportions, natural light, moment or trend. The avchitecture should have enouglh
vontilation and a sense of openness that creates a space steength and simiplicity to remain relevant a5 the furni-
that can support different ways of inhahiting it. Rather ture, technology amd lifestyle of its occupants evolve.

24 | INDIA TODAY HOME | SEPTEMBER 2020 than designing a room around a preseribed set of activi- Within that framework, we like to think of the interioe
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Abeshat Bl (top) is the principal
arvhitert and Devkabe Gulali
Chelvrmy £ e aorchiadect with
Arhitectunr Dacipive, @
Dethi-busedd muftifisciplinany,
wiena mRiny prectioe
rrmrrchitenhurediseipline.rom

FLUID FORM
The linear layout of the rooms In the Dethl perthousa
crastes sdaptable pockets of space through ransttional
gestures (previous pags); layering allows for flesbiling snd
aase inthiz aparment in Camelias, Gurgson (below)

as bavered rather than fived. The move
permancnt elements sl as flooe,
walls, L'L'i|:'h;4.-i aned millwork forom the
|'|:u'kd.r||p\. While rugs, art, dt‘nprs-,
Furmitie, uhﬁrﬂ 5 and decorative
light= add warnatl, pevsaanality, and
variation. These L'I._'l'i.'l'.’t i b ﬂ'hum;:\d
ar rearranged without altering the
uiwdorlying space. This is particalurly
iu|.||ul't;|ul in @ home becanse a moom
varely b only one identity. The same
space might be o workapace during the
alay, a place for peading in Use evening
amd g setting for bosting at night, [t
doesnt mecessarily weed to plosical ly
teansfinin between these uses, The
roant Ca Eratasforms theeugh ocenges-
thoay, liglit and the elenents within it
Lighting plavs an important role
im creating these shifts. Natural Light
establishes the room’s character
dluring the dig, while decorative and
ambicnt lighting can alter its atimo-
aphiere after dark. During Diwali, fos
instance, lamps, candbes and deco-
rative lights can bring a completely

ditfereat warinith to a voom without
changing its ardhitecture. Storage
shioudd :iil1|j]n|']_'| b considered as

paart ef tle overall design, allowing
everyday objects and technology tobe
intepeated or coneealed when they are

oot psecded, This belps o Litin

asense of calm \'\-!I.III.'JM.'I.':JiJ!H thi
Epiee :ll.lﬂj:ll:tl'llﬂ"'.
Thiz approach also has a sustai

ahility argument. The wost s
ahle space i often one that dees

et e s be pedesigned every fiow
wears, Durabde materials, considered
detailing amd adlapstable interiors
allonw a bvanse o evolve through easy,
snmaller interventions rather than
repeited renovation.

Utimeately, flexibality is not abaoait
miaking everything mwovable. Tt i
ahout creating enough freedom for a
spawee to aceormmodate different ways
of living. The avchitecture provides
continuity, while light, furniture, art,
teotiles amd the ohjects of evervday life
contineally add wew Lwers to it
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